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rowing up in western North Dakota amid 
farms and ranches gave me some bone-jar-
ring experiences with ruts. My farmer class-

mates had to maneuver from pasture to pasture 
and field to field on some interesting “roads” on 
which vehicles only occasionally traveled. 

I rode along with them a few times. As we crept 
along these roads in their seasoned pick-up 
trucks, they kept a watchful eye lest they en-
counter a spot on the hills or near sloughs where 
heavy rains or spring run-off had created ruts in 
the road. Get a couple wheels in a rut and you 
could get in trouble. You might hit “high center” 
and not get out. Or you might do damage to the 
truck’s oil pan.

Ruts are dangerous. They slow down progress. 
American novelist Ellen Glasgow has famously 
said: “The only difference between a rut and a 
grave are the dimensions.” Ruts are killers.

Grooves are different. They are intentional, more 
like tracks or channels. Think of a pulley for a 
rope. Think of the various belts under the hood 
of your car and the tracks those belts follow. 
Think of old vinyl LPs and 45s and their grooves. 
Grooves serve helpful and creative purposes. 
They encourage progress.

See MESSAGE, page 2

The observing of 
the Church Year 
with its many 
seasons is not 
something we 
have to do,  
driven by some 
church law. It is  
something we 
get to do in the 
joyous freedom of 
the Gospel.”

The Church Year

a groove, 
not a rut

The Church Year, beginning Dec. 1 — the First 
Sunday in Advent — is an important groove in 
our lives that we travel year after year. In one half 
of the Church Year, we follow the life of Jesus, 
Advent through Easter and the Ascension of Our 
Lord and Pentecost — about December through 
May every year. We call the first half of the 
Church Year the festival half.

We then flow into what is called the Church’s half 
of the Church year, the non-festival half, in the 
Sundays after Pentecost — about June through 
November. The Church’s half emphasizes our 
lives as followers of Christ, led by His Holy Spirit.

To some people, this seems like a rut we are in 
year after year. We, however, see it as a groove. 
The observing of the Church Year with its many 
seasons is not something we have to do, driven by 
some church law. It is something we get to do in 
the joyous freedom of the Gospel.

Rev. William Weedon, in the January 2006 issue 
of The Lutheran Witness, explained it this way:

“ And so the Church in her wisdom devised a 
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Send submissions for the district supplement to:
Vonda Sturzenbecher
▶  vsturzenbecher@yahoo.com
▶   8605 Woodland Dr.; Black Hawk, SD 57718

MESSAGE  
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

way to lift up and celebrate, ponder 
and proclaim, remember and rejoice 
in the various aspects of our Lord’s 
coming among us. Season after 
season, feast after feast, the Word 
of God unfolds the richness of what 
God has accomplished for us in our 
Lord Jesus Christ. It’s because that 
gift is so big and so wonderful, that 
trying to remember and celebrate 
it all at one time is impossible. 
Because none of what our Lord did 
for us is unimportant, each feast, 
festival, and season reveals some-
thing vital about the life God gives 
us in Christ.”

What about this season in the groove of 
the Church Year? In Advent, the four-
week period that precedes Christmas, 
we prepare to celebrate the coming 
of our Lord at His birth. But in this 
season, we also celebrate His coming to 
us each day in His Word and His return 
someday as King and Judge.

On Sunday, Dec. 1, we begin our jour-
ney down the path of a new Church 
Year, settled in its groove. We travel the 
Church Year path expectantly, joyfully, 
thoughtfully. But we have to admit that 
as we peer down the path, we do see 
what appears to be a large rut in the 
path. But it is not. It is a grave, and it is 
open. Christ lives! So do we, now and 
forever because of Him.

Your servant in Christ,
Pastor Scott Sailer
“Not ashamed of the 
Gospel”  
Rom. 1:16; 16:25-27

By Rev. Nabil Nour 
Pastor, Trinity, Hartford

Beloved in the Lord Jesus, you are 
invited to join me (on my 24th tour) 
— a native of Israel, born in Naza-

reth — on a “Journey to the Holy Land–
Israel” for an experience of a lifetime.

We will depart from Chicago on Aug. 24 
and return on Sept. 5. On this journey, 
we will:
▶  Walk where Jesus walked, where every 

page of the Bible is seen in its original 
context alive. 

▶  Cruise the Sea of Galilee. 
▶  Climb the Mount of Olives and view 

the old city of Jerusalem.
▶  Visit Tabgha, scene of the Miracle of 

the Loaves and Fishes; the Mount of 
Beatitudes, site of the Sermon on the 
Mount and where Jesus chose His 12 
apostles.

▶  Walk the Via Dolorosa (Road of 
Suffering) to the Church of the Holy 
Sepulcher.

▶  Stroll in the Garden of Gethsemane.
▶  Visit Bethlehem and the Church of 

the Nativity.

What to expect 
During this 13-day tour, you will ex-
perience the sounds, smells and sights 
of two civilizations — the old and new. 
You will stand at the crossroads of 
history and feel the vibrant influence of 
how this land shapes all other lands.

We will do more than just visit sites. We 
will go off the beaten path and have per-
sonal and daily devotions. The Bible will 
be our map and guide. Experience the 
Holy Land, a place like no other. Please 
join me on this blessed adventure.

Contact me for more information:
•  Pastor Nabil Nour   

46448 263rd St. 
Hartford, SD 57033

• 605-526-3571 (office)
• 605-201-6998 (cell)
• preachermanfootwasher@gmail.com

Tour Israel with 
Pastor Nabil

The deadline 
for the  
Febuary issue 
is Dec. 15 

Twenty pastors’ wives from South Dakota, Iowa, North Dakota and 
Minnesota gathered for the Northern EVE Getaway, held Oct. 20-21 
in Sioux Falls. Eve stands for “Encouraging Vocational Education” and serves as 
a way for the wives to connect and learn together, as well as be filled up by God’s 
Word through Vespers, Matins and Confession and Absolution. If your congre-
gation would like to support Northern EVE or send your pastor’s wife in future 
years, email NorthernEVE14@gmail.com for more information.
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DECLINED
▶  Rev. Tom Christopher, pastor of St. Martin/

Trinity/St. John, Alexandria/Spencer/Emery, 
declined a call of pastor to Faith, Silvery Bay, 
Minn., Oct. 26. 

▶  Rev. Daniel Grimmer, associate pastor, Zion, 
Mitchell, declined a call of pastor to Ebenezer, 
Leslie, Mo., Nov. 3.

PENDING
▶  Rev. Christopher Ascher, Resurrection, Sioux 

Falls, received a call as senior pastor, to Holy 
Cross, St. Cloud, Minn., Oct 27.

▶  Rev. David Knefelkamp, Zion/First English, 
White/Aurora, received a call as pastor to St. 
Peter/St. Paul, Osseo/Whitehall, Wis., Oct. 29.

VACANCIES 
▶  Brandon, Blessed Redeemer (associate)
▶  Centerville/Hurley, First English/Zion
▶  Corona/Wilmot, Trinity/Our Savior’s
▶  Hill City/Custer, Our Savior’s/Our Redeemer
▶  Leola, St. Paul
▶  Menno/Scotland, Immanuel/St. Paul
▶  Onida/Blunt/Harrold, Holy Cross/Trinity/ 

Immanuel
▶  Sioux Falls, Faith (associate)
▶  Sioux Falls, Zion (associate)
▶  Spearfish, St. Paul ▶  Tea, Risen Savior

Call Information

Emanuel, Sisseton, dedicated the addition to its fellowship hall during a worship service on Oct. 
6. Rev. Jim Wilshusen, Emanuel’s pastor, was the liturgist and led the Rite of Dedication, while 
Rev. Scott Sailer, district president, was preacher. 

Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) partnered with Emanuel for the project, providing a new 
construction loan. Randy Gayken, LCEF district vice-president, brought greetings to the congre-
gation during the potluck meal following the service.

Emanuel  
dedicates  
addition

On Oct. 26, Rev. Todd Koll-
baum, director of LCMS Rural 
& Small Town Mission and 

pastor of Trinity, Madison, Neb., 
presented a workshop at St. John’s, 
Groton, to pastors and lay people 
titled “Engaging the Wandering.” 

Every congregation has members 
who, for a variety of reasons, have 
become less involved in worship and 
in the life of the congregation. The 
workshop encouraged attendees to 
build and strengthen relationships 
with inactive members and to seek 
opportunities to share the Gospel 

Engaging the wandering

of Jesus Christ with them again. 
Outreach to inactive members is an 
important part of the mission that 
the Lord calls congregations to do to 
fulfill Jesus’ Great Commission.

Rev. Kollbaum made the presenta-
tion at Trinity, Hartford, on Oct. 27.

He also presented a webinar, 
“Ministry to Inactives,” in October 
2018. To view the archive, go to 
lcms.org/rstm-webinars and scroll 
down. Check out the other titles and 
consider what might be of interest to 
you and your congregation.

Rev. Kollbaum talks about reaching those who have been absent from church.
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Recently, 
before the 
snow fell, I 

was walking in a 
HyVee parking lot 
and looked down 
and saw this pen-
ny. As I picked it 
up, I was remind-
ed of two things: 
Full Value and our 
Mite Boxes. 

Full Value is a program I was intro-
duced to when Aaron and I were part 
of Pastoral Leadership Institute (PLI). 
It was based on Luke’s account of the 
woman who was bent over and crippled 
for 18 years. Jesus laid His hands on her 
and immediately she was made straight, 
and she glorified God (Luke 13:13). 

A penny in the road seems like it has 
no value. It is all beat up, stepped on, 
weathered, and you often just want to 
leave it there. You can’t buy anything 
with it. Our lives can be like that penny. 
We get beat up and stepped on with 
circumstances in our lives. Sometimes 

The value 
of a penny

Lisa Asmus
LWML South Dakota 
District President

we feel as if we have no value to others 
or in the world. 

But Jesus loves each of us so much that 
He came to earth as a baby on Christ-
mas, died on the cross on Good Friday, 
rose again on Easter, and forgives our 
sins so we can be free to glorify Him. 
In doing so, we love and serve others. 
If we took that penny to any bank, the 
deposit into our account would be one 
cent. No matter how beat up it is, it is 
still worth full value. 

It is also like that for us because of 
Jesus. No matter how beat up we are, 
He loves us and gives us full value too! 

With love from Lisa It’s easy to want to give ourselves credit 
or look for credit from others for things 
we have done, but let’s not find our 
value in that. Too often we are let down 
and disappointed. You are a child of 
God because He called you His child 
in your Baptism. Let’s find our value in 
what Christ has done for us. 

Pennies on the road are often over-
looked, but if all the pennies would be 
picked up and put into your Mite Box, 
they would add up to plenty! These 
messed up coins can be gathered to 
help fund our mission goal, which in 
turn will help many learn of Jesus’ 
saving love for them. 

Next time you see a penny on the road, 
pick it up and remember that you are 
worth full value because of Jesus, then 
pray that it will bless someone with His 
love as you put it in your Mite Box.

We are now in the Advent season, 
making our preparations for Christmas. 
Putting up decorations, de-tangling 
lights, baking cookies, wrapping pres-
ents, getting together with family and 
snowfall are all great things to associate 
with Christmas. However, let’s remem-
ber that the reason for Christmas is not 
for all those things, but for the one who 
gives us our full value, Jesus, who went 
from the manger to the cross and rose 
again so we can have eternal life with 
Him! 

Merry Christmas from my family to 
yours. 

Milbank Zone 
report

The Milbank Zone has five active societies 
that meet regularly for Bible study and fel-
lowship. Our spring and fall zone meetings 
include Bible study and some type of 
servant event. 

We have labeled lip balms with 
the Human Trafficking Hotline 
phone number on them, to be 
distributed across the state for 
those in need of help. 

We have collected food for pantries, assem-
bled hygiene kits, layettes and packed Mercy 
Meals at the Milbank Orphan Grain Train 
site. 

Our ladies enjoyed using their talents and 
being useful for the Lord during these 
events. In addition, our ladies continue to 

make quilts, sleeping mats and pillow-case 
dresses. 

We are so thankful for each one 
who serves the Lord in their 
congregations, our zone or 
district.

Susan Magedanz • Milbank 
Zone President 

LWML South Dakota 
District Convention
• May 29-30, 2020
• St. John’s, Yankton
Theme: “Looking to Jesus, 
the founder and perfecter of 
our faith.” (Heb. 12:2a)
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER

It’s the most 
wonderful 
time of the 
year! 
While true for 
many, for others 
it’s the most nerve 
wracking-time of 
the year. Many 
nights and week-
ends are consumed 
rockin’ around the 
Christmas tree at 
parties with family and friends. We run 
around in a frantic frenzy trying to find 
the perfect gifts to wrap in pretty paper 
and pretty ribbons for everyone on our 
list — and spending way more than we 
can afford. 

Parents threaten their misbehaving 
children because Santa Claus is coming 
to town — and we all know he’s making 
his list and checking it twice. Yes, 
anxiety can run high this month and 
feel like a wild sleigh ride through the 
holidays.

Even the silent night of the first Christ-
mas was likely not all that serene. We 
can imagine gentle Mary screaming 
in pain at Joseph, while he’s sweating 
bullets trying to play doctor in a barn 
of friendly beasts. Then away in the 
manger, the baby Jesus’ cries came 
upon a midnight clear, waking up His 
exhausted mother for His midnight 
feeding and a change of His soiled 
swaddling cloths. The silence out in the 

fields near the little town of Bethlehem 
were broken by the shepherds’ shrieks 
of terror at the sight of angels from the 
realms of glory.

But “fear not!” the angel exclaims. 
Then there was joy to the world and 
“on earth peace among those with 
whom he is pleased” (Luke 2:14). 

“ I bring you good news of great joy 
that will be for all the people. For 
unto you is born this day in the city 
of David a Savior, who is Christ 
the Lord.” — Luke 2:10-11 

“ And you shall call his name Jesus, 
for he will save his people from 
their sins.” — Matt. 1:21 

“ And his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.” — Is. 9:6 

What child is this? He is the child who 
was born to die and rise for you, to give 
you peace now and into eternity. Jesus 
is our peace during this hectic time 
of year because from heaven above to 
earth He comes to bear your sins upon 
the cross to forgive you and give you 
life. 

Throughout all the hustle and bustle, 
we find peace with Jesus — Immanuel, 
God with us — in where He promises 
to be — in His Word and Sacrament 
with those gathered in His Church.

Merry Christmas!

In honor of my friend and retired 
colleague, the Rev. Dave  
Gunderson, please enjoy finding 
15 references to Christmas song 
titles in this article.

Peace
christmas

The 2019 Fall Christian Life Work-
shops were attended by 250 people in 
Gettysburg, Rapid City, Delmont and 
Watertown.

In conjunction with the South Dakota 
District, we were inspired and edu-
cated by Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz, who is 
the executive director of the Lutheran 
Center for Religious Liberty in Wash-
ington, D.C. We were reminded that 
God’s work is done in two kingdoms, 
the Kingdom of the Right (the Holy 
Christian Church) and the Kingdom 
of the Left (the government and the 
world), and we have many opportuni-
ties to serve in both kingdoms. 

The offerings collected for workshop 
expenses were $1,831. The extra mon-
ey from the lunch offerings was about 
$600, which was designated for Mites. 
The LWML Store sold $824 of LWML 
items.

Debbie Sattgast 
VP of Christian Life

Seltz visit  
highlights 
workshops

Seltz makes his two-kingdoms  
presentation Oct. 4 at Zion, Delmont.Rev. Steve  

Weispfenning
LWML District  
Counselor
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LUTHERANS FOR LIFE

December prayers: 
END OF YEAR
First Week: For all who feel uncertain 
about their future, that God would remind 
them that He is in control and has a plan 
for their lives.

Second Week: For those who have expe-
rienced many changes this year, that they 
may rely on God, who never changes.

Third Week: For Christians, that we may 
feel compelled to live our lives for Christ 
and be willing to share the Good News 
with others. 

Fourth Week: That Christmas may be a 
time of rejoicing for all as we celebrate the 
arrival of the Christ Child. 

Fifth Week: For Lutherans For Life, 
that our work and desires may be one 
with God’s will as we face life decisions 
throughout all stages.

The annual meeting of Lutherans 
For Life of South Dakota, Inc. will 
be held at 1 p.m. on Jan. 4 in the 

boardroom of Mount Calvary Lutheran 
Church, 688 Dakota Ave. South, Huron.

All friends for life are invited and 
encouraged to attend for this time of 
sharing, learning and fellowship. All 

On Saturday, Feb. 8, John Stiegelmeier 
will make a presentation during a public 
program at Peace Lutheran Church, 
Brookings. Stiegelmeier is the head 
football coach at South Dakota State 
University in Brookings, and has a heart 
for life issues. 

Lutherans for Life of South Dakota, Inc. 
will serve a complimentary lunch at noon 
and the program will follow. Watch for 
more information in future issues of this 
publication and at the Lutherans For  
Life of South Dakota website  
(lutheransforlifesd.org).

Football coach to present at Peace

Annual meeting is Jan. 4
Life Teams and Life Chapters are urged 
to bring a report of their 2019 activities.

A short business meeting will be held to 
elect board members. The regular quar-
terly Board of Directors meeting will 
follow the annual meeting, and a new 
president and treasurer will be selected. 
The snow date is Jan. 25.

▶  In the presence of the Almighty, I promise that I will fulfill this 
oath to the best of my ability.

▶  Those who have taught me the art of medicine I will respect, 
and will seek to faithfully impart my knowledge to those who 
also accept this covenant and to whom I am a mentor.

▶  I will always seek the physical and emotional well-being of my 
patients, according to my ability and judgment, being careful 
to cause no intentional harm.

▶  I will not help a patient to commit suicide, nor will I suggest 
such a course.

▶  Neither will I give someone an abortive remedy, nor will I 
suggest such a course.

▶  In purity and holiness, I will maintain the utmost respect for 
human life, carefully guarding my role as a healer.

▶  When indicated, I will seek the counsel of those with appropri-
ate special skills for the treatment of my patient.

▶  I will always act for the benefit of the sick, treating all with 
professional and moral integrity, with respect and dignity.

▶  I will avoid all sexual involvement with my patients.

▶  Those things that I learn from or about my patient in confi-
dence, I will hold in strict confidence.

▶  May I be found faithful to these promises and may I enjoy the 
practice of my art, being respected as one who is dedicated to 
the healing of the sick.

—  Submitted by the American Association of Pro-Life Obstetricians 
and Gynecologists (aaplog.org).

By Donna J. Harrison, M.D.

This year — and in the years to come — physicians who 
won’t kill their patients are going to undergo unprece-
dented pressure from pro-abortion physician groups to 

be forced to perform or refer for abortions. Euthanasia perfor-
mance or referral will shortly follow.

But there is something that can be done. Please consider asking 
your doctor two questions:
▶  Have you taken the real Hippocratic Oath? The “Essential Hippo-

cratic Oath” is featured at right. The issue at stake is the tenets 
which forbid abortion and euthanasia. If your doctor has not tak-
en the actual Hippocratic Oath with the Essential Tenets, please 
ask him or her to consider doing so.

▶  Are you a member of one or more of the medical groups listed 
below? If he or she says “No,” then please ask, “Why not?” and ask 
if he or she would consider finding out more and joining at least 
one of these groups.

Medical group options include: Hippocratic Registry, American 
Association of Pro-Life Obstetricians and Gynecologists, Ameri-
can College of Pediatricians, Association of American Physi-
cians and Surgeons, Christian Medical and Dental Associations 
and Catholic Medical Association.

If you would help get the word out, we could change the face of 
medicine in the United States. Most people don’t realize that 
the vast majority of U.S. physicians have not taken the Hippo-
cratic Oath. (Looking back, when physicians did not take or 
follow the Hippocratic Oath, atrocities often followed.)

—  Donna J. Harrison is executive director of the American  
Association of Pro-Life Obstetricians and Gynecologists.

The Essential Hippocratic OathThe Real Hippocratic Oath
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MISSION RECEIPTS

LCMS South Dakota District Congregational Year–to–Date Report of Mission Receipts for the  
nine months ending Oct. 14, 2019, compared to the nine months ending Oct. 14, 2018

City, Congregation Comm.   2019  9 months  9 months       Avg/Per      Comm. 
 Members   Intention 2019  2018             2019           2018 City, Congregation Comm.   2019  9 months  9 months       Avg/Per      Comm. 

 Members   Intention 2019  2018             2019           2018

Circuit 1 – Aberdeen
Aberdeen, Our Savior  321  10,000  4,220  4,785  13.15  14.91 
Aberdeen, St. John   86  12,500  12,299  15,088  143.01  175.44 
Aberdeen, St. Paul  831  47,000  34,338  28,021  41.32  33.72 
Andover, Zion  106  –  50  1,025  0.47  9.67 
Britton, St. John  153  –  6,000  6,000  39.22  39.22 
Columbia, St. John  108  7,750  –  5,675  –  52.55 
Cresbard, Concordia  53  2,100  3,075  3,023  58.02  57.04 
Doland, Redeemer  43  –  2,000  1,500  46.51  34.88 
Ferney, St. Paul  170  4,000  –  2,000  –  11.76 
Groton, St. John  293  15,000  10,273  14,941  35.06  50.99 
Leola, St. Paul  69  –  –  –  –  –   
Mansfield, Trinity  276  23,500  22,460  16,493  81.38  59.76 
Redfield, Messiah  152  –  –  –  –  –   
Stratford, St. Paul  46  –  4,000  4,000  86.96  86.96 
Wecota, Immanuel  83  6,630  6,450  10,420  77.71  125.54 
Circuit 1 Totals  2,790  $128,480  $105,165  $112,971  37.69  40.49

Circuit 2 – Watertown
Aurora, First English  32  1,000  619  745  19.34  23.28 
Brookings, Mount Calvary  362  36,000  28,566  27,079  78.91  74.80 
Brookings, Peace  216  –  1,370  5,453  6.34  25.25 
Corona, Trinity  147  2,000  3,056  2,287  20.79  15.56 
Flandreau, Redeemer  44  –  1,500  2,250  34.09  51.14 
Milbank, Bethlehem  61  500  –  –  –  –   
Milbank, Emanuel  591  24,000  11,210  17,129  18.97  28.98 
Revillo, St. John  130  6,000  1,791  4,262  13.78  32.78 
Sisseton, Emanuel  161  –  3,065  2,039  19.04  12.66 
Watertown, Mount Olive  373  30,700  23,025  23,025  61.73  61.73 
Waubay, Zion  118  –  3,322  3,614  28.15  30.63 
White, Zion  87  –  1,973  3,040  22.68  34.94 
Wilmot, Our Savior  174  4,500  2,568  4,268  14.76  24.53 
Circuit 2 Totals  2,496  $104,700  $82,065  $95,191  32.88  38.14

Circuit 3 – Pierre
Blunt, Trinity  38  –  2,000  2,000  52.63  52.63 
Draper, St. Paul  21  –  –  250  –  11.90 
Gettysburg, Emmanuel  240  6,500  1,739  3,003  7.25  12.51 
Harrold, Immanuel  19  600  –  –  –  –   
Lebanon, Christ  23  300  –  –  –  –   
Midland, St. Peter  40  –  2,447  2,847  61.18  71.18 
Murdo, Messiah  78  3,000  2,207  1,129  28.29  14.47 
Norris, St. John  64  2,500  110  290  1.72  4.53 
Onida, Holy Cross  110  1,630  1,600  1,600  14.55  14.55 
Pierre, Faith  1,499  45,000  33,750  34,242  22.52  22.84 
Presho, Zion  97  1,000  1,500  –  15.46  –   
Reliance, Trinity  39  –  –  –  –  –   
Rosebud, Rosebud Mission   –  1,238  1,099  –  –   
Circuit 3 Totals  2,268  $60,530  $46,591  $46,460  20.54  20.49

Circuit 4 – Black Hills
Black Hawk, Divine Shepherd  378  –  10,800  –  28.57  –   
Creighton, Emmanuel  53  500  439  450  8.28  8.49 
Custer, Our Redeemer  196  –  –  4,500  –  22.96 
Deadwood, Grace  109  –  1,950  1,950  17.89  17.89 
Hill City, Our Savior  29  –  –  –  –  –   
Hot Springs, Bethesda  301  7,000  5,250  4,677  17.44  15.54 
Philip, Our Redeemer  50  –  –  –  –  –   
Rapid City, Bethlehem  460  29,214  24,345  20,528  52.92  44.63 
Rapid City, Our Redeemer  119  1,800  1,585  3,873  13.32  32.55 
Rapid City, Peace  514  20,000  14,591  14,316  28.39  27.85 
Rapid City, Zion  949  9,500  9,500  6,625  10.01  6.98 
Spearfish, St. Paul  365  40,500  40,500  40,000  110.96  109.59 
Sturgis, Blessed Emmanuel  27  600  2,095  1,985  77.59  73.52 
Wall, First    221  2,100  2,100  2,686  9.50  12.15 
Circuit 4 Totals  3,771  $111,214  $113,155  $101,590  30.01  26.94 

Circuit 5 – Mitchell
Armour, Redeemer  220  8,000  4,000  5,625  18.18  25.57 
Chamberlain, Zion  407  –  8,495  10,186  20.87  25.03 
Delmont, Zion  155  16,000  12,000  12,000  77.42  77.42 
Dimock, Immanuel  171  19,000  8,949  14,009  52.33  81.92 
Emery, St. Peter  72  5,000  3,800  5,354  52.78  74.36 
Gregory, St. John  264  –  3,895  2,750  14.75  10.42 
Hamill, Zion  34  –  –  –  –  –   
Huron, Mount Calvary  775  70,000  48,116  37,635  62.09  48.56 
Mitchell, Zion  655  29,350  22,005  24,470  33.60  37.36 
Parkston, Faith  195  –  5,100  7,650  26.15  39.23 
Plankinton, St. Paul  177  8,000  6,500  6,000  36.72  33.90 
Tripp, Emmaus  127  –  4,500  3,500  35.43  27.56 
White Lake, Trinity  123  8,000  8,850  7,290  71.95  59.27 
Wessington Springs, Zion   78  –  650  650  8.33  8.33 
Winner, Christ  68  –  1,000  1,000  14.71  14.71 
Wolsey, St. John  216  –  7,671  5,081  35.51  23.52 
Woonsocket, Mount Olive  11  –  –  – –  –   
Circuit 5 Totals  3,748  $163,350  $145,531 $143,200  38.83  38.21 

Circuit 6 – Freeman
Alexandria, St. Martin  81  5,000  –  –   –  –   
Canistota, Zion  225  –  1,632  1,060  7.25  4.71 
Emery, St. John  51  –  –  –  –  –   
Freeman, St. Paul  271  9,000  7,529  6,115  27.78  22.56 
Hartford, Trinity  100  –  1,250  1,250  12.50  12.50 
Howard, St. John  118  –  –  –  –  –   
Madison, Our Savior  237  3,600  2,400  1,400  10.13  5.91 
Marion, Bethesda  65  –  1,500  –  23.08  –   
Menno, Immanuel  92  –  2,442  2,587  26.54  28.12 
Montrose, St. John  86  –  –  –  –  –   
Parker, First English  37  2,200  1,810  388  48.92  10.49 
Scotland, St. Paul  37  –  450  450  12.16  12.16 
Spencer, Trinity  71  –  1,000  220  14.08  3.10 
Wentworth, St. Peter  182  –  5,437  6,525  29.87  35.85 
Circuit 6 Totals  1,653  $19,800  $25,450  $19,995  15.40  12.10

Circuit 7 – Sioux Falls
Brandon, Blessed Redeemer  302  13,200  8,915  8,800  29.52  29.14 
Sioux Falls, Christ  98  1,500  1,125  375  11.48  3.83 
Sioux Falls, Faith  593  –  35,500  31,500  59.87  53.12 
Sioux Falls, Lord of Life  173  –  9,000  9,623  52.02  55.62 
Sioux Falls, Memorial  718  33,000  20,140  18,077  28.05  25.18 
Sioux Falls, Our Redeemer  317  23,617  7,117  13,469  22.45  42.49 
Sioux Falls, Resurrection  230  10,000  7,500  11,250  32.61  48.91 
Sioux Falls, Trinity of The Deaf  35  –  –  –  –  –   
Sioux Falls, Zion  653  43,000  43,000  46,000  65.85  70.44 
Tea, Risen Savior  92  8,900  4,372  6,503  47.52  70.68 
Circuit 7 Totals  3,211  $133,217  $136,669  $145,597  42.56  45.34

Circuit 8 – Yankton
Alcester, Peace  126  3,000  2,979  2,634  23.64  20.90 
Avon, Zion  180  –  4,130  3,785  22.94  21.03 
Centerville, First English  101  2,000  1,259  1,119  12.47  11.08 
Dakota Dunes, Holy Cross  163  24,000  13,716  15,801  84.15  96.94 
Fairfax, Trinity  74  4,500  4,500  4,000  60.81  54.05 
Hurley, Zion  40  2,750  1,690  1,428  42.25  35.70 
Springfield, Our Savior  26  –  –  –  –  –   
Tyndall, St. John  169  2,000  –  –  –  –   
Utica, Martinus  65  –  851  1,126  13.09  17.32 
Vermillion, Concordia  73  –  6,480  5,400  88.77  73.97 
Wagner, St. John  259  –  6,750  6,750  26.06  26.06 
Yankton, St. John  1,096  53,000  22,083  35,333  20.15  32.24 
Circuit 8 Totals  2,372  $91,250  $64,438  $77,376  27.17  32.62

GRAND TOTALS  22,309  $812,541  $719,064  $742,380  32.23  33.28

Comm. Members: Communicant membership, as of Dec., 31, 2017 per LCMS Rosters and Statistics
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DISTRICT NEWS

Rev. Chris Navurskis, senior pastor 
of Mount Calvary, Huron, braved the 
elements on Oct. 10 by riding his bicycle 
from Huron to the South Dakota Dis-
trict office in Sioux Falls — a 126-mile 
ride in the cold, rain and snow. (But he 
had a nice tailwind!)

Why would he do such a thing, when 
most of us were inside, grousing about 
the weather? For two reasons: 
▶  To raise funds for the possible part-

nership between the South Dakota 
District and Lutheran Family Service 
(LFS) of Iowa, an LCMS counseling 
and adoption ministry.

▶  To honor the memory of Isaac 
Machtemes, a young Mount Calvary 
member who died on Oct 10, 2018.

A Higher Things high school retreat 
(grades 9-12) will be held at Faith Lu-
theran Church, 714 North Grand Ave. in 
Pierre, from 6 p.m., Friday, Jan. 3, to 5 
p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 4

The topic is “What Is Truth?” in which 
participants will consider the “implica-
tions of truth in a truth-less world.”

“What is truth?” is the famous question 
that Pontius Pilate asked Jesus 2,000 
years ago. And it is the same question 
asked by millions of people today. 

So what is truth? How do we know 
truth? Where do we find truth? And 
once we receive the truth, how do we de-
fend it? These questions and more will 
be covered. The sessions are designed to 
not only help students understand truth 
from a Christian perspective, but also 
defend truth from competing ideologies 
at work in this complex world in which 
students find themselves.

Leading the discussions will be Rev. Dr. 
Matthew Richard, pastor of St. Paul’s, 
Minot, N.D., and author of the book 
“Will the Real Jesus Please Stand Up: 12 
False Christs.”

The cost is $40 per person. For more 
information, contact:
•  Rev. Cory Rajek, Faith pastor 

seniorpastor@faithluth.com 
605-224-2216 
or

•  Tana McKenna, Higher Things  
retreat coordinator 
retreats@higherthings.org  
888-482-6630

Register at thelc.ms/HTretreat-pierre.

Youth to consider
‘What is Truth?’

Pastor Navurskis is very near his goal 
of raising $5,000 to offset expenses 
in extending LFS’ ministry into South 
Dakota. We thank him for this extraor-
dinary effort in raising funds for this 
mercy ministry. 

We thank our gracious God for guard-
ing his servant Chris as he rolled down 
various roads between Huron and Sioux 
Falls.

Sioux Falls Lutheran School (SFLS) is 
delighted to share that the asphalt work 
(parking lot, service roads) and play-
ground assembly for K-8 students were 
completed at 6715 South Boe Lane in 
October. 

A group of dedicated volunteers began 
playground assembly on Oct. 16. Led by 
a Dakota Playground foreman and Rod 
Lenz, SFLS volunteer coordinator, the 
playground was completed in just two 
and a half days. The early-childhood 
playground is next for assembly.

Please join SFLS in giving thanks for the 
following volunteers who helped with 
playground equipment installation: 
Dave Olson, Earl Selchert, Bob Nel-
son, Nathan Gilster, Roger Sayler, Jim 
Wosje, Rick Lenz, Matt Thorn, Gordon 
Krause, Paul Esser, Al Schmuck, Al 
Schneider, Pam Schneider, Thomas 

Darsaw, Bryan Eden, Don Boetel, Kent 
Hoefs, Tony Biggar, Karl Warns, and 
Michael Leonard. Additional thanks 
to Marge Wosje and her husband, Jim, 
for providing a meal for volunteers, as 
well as Keith Jerke of Jerke and Sons for 
donating the use of the skid steer.

God has exhibited His almighty, im-
measurable and unimaginable power 
throughout this project. Please join 
SFLS in raising continued prayers for 
favorable weather in the weeks to come 
as outdoor work at the new site is com-
pleted. Stay tuned for more updates!

“ Now to Him who is able to do im-
measurably more than all we ask or 
imagine, according to His power that 
is at work within us, to Him be glory 
in the church and to Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, for ever 
and ever! Amen.” — Eph. 3:20-21

Riding for LFS

Progress at SFLS! Dedicated 
servants 
construct a 
new play-
ground at 
Sioux Falls 
Lutheran 
School.


